
 
 
Spring, 2017 Newsletter April 17, 2017 Volume 3, Number 1 
 

 
Our logo:  The District learning tree is embedded in the “triple bottom line” of sustainable development:  social justice, political 
equality and environmental sustainability.  The SI endorses this approach to environmental education.   

Our new header, our new Facebook, and our 
new website.  
See our new Facebook page here (Make Friends 
and stay on top of environmental activism as well as 
lectures and events.)   
And our new website here  
 
In this issue the SI reports:  
• Gold Creek Open House 
• Arbor Day at LAVC 
• Randy Adsit takes students to sea at the SCMI 
• DHLI classroom modules and San Bernardino 

CC District 
• MWD and test kits on new projects.   
• TreePeople CWH 
• Laurie Kaye Nijaki and George Leddy to give 

talk at LAVC on green jobs 
• ELAC Professor encourages students to attend 

the science march.   
• Ray Wells Summer in Baja course. 
 
Gold Creek:  
On April 29th the Gold Creek Mountain ecological 
study area will host its Open House for the year.  
This year the event is special because attendees will 
be honoring Don Misumi and dedicating the Field 
Station in his honor.  Don has been a supporter of 
the field station for some time, particularly in the la-
boratory.  RSVP by April 21st to your campus  Flex 
credit is available.  Bird walk and coffee at 8am.  
Animal and plant displays ‘til 10, and a 12 noon ded-
ication ceremony.  An optional walk is scheduled for 
1pm.   
 
Arbor Day at LAVC 
Valley College celebrates its urban forest on Arbor 
Day, April 27th at the College.  The green event fea-
tures local environmental organizations as well as 
student projects inspired by sustainability.  LAVC is 
unique among community colleges with the Arbor 
designation.  Students throughout the campus take 
part in the tree inventory and even maintenance.  All 
are invited to attend the event.   

ELAC professor takes students to sea at the 
SCMI 
Long-time adjunct and newly fulltime Geolo-
gy/Oceanography professor at East LA College, 
Randy Adsit, is known for his emphasis on field edu-
cation. He takes students on field trips on a regular 
basis, hiking, camping and exploring the natural sci-
ence of the local San Gabriel Mts., and more distant 
destinations, such as the Grand Canyon. For 
oceanography, he loves to take his students out to 
sea on the RV Yellowfin, property of the Southern 
California Marine Institute.  Randy has been our 
most active professor in making the most of our 
membership in the SCMI.  Here his students sift 
through a trawl of marine sediments. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SustainabilityInstituteLACCD/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.sustainablelaccd.net/
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED261727
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED261727
http://lavc.edu/trees/index.aspx
http://www.scmi.net/
http://www.scmi.net/
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Faculty interested in our SCMI membership and par-
ticipating in the advisory committee should contact 
George Leddy.   
 
DHLI classroom modules and San Bernardino 
CC District 
This last Friday, April 14, the San Bernardino Com-
munity College District invited George Leddy for an 
all morning meeting on workforce development and 
green jobs.  The SBCC has a television station that 
is the local PBS affiliate.  They are interested in our 
project with the Dolores Huerta Labor Institute at 
LATTC.  Currently the SI is working on two modules 
for the DHLI on building efficiency and water con-
servation.  With additional grant funding we could 
collaborate in subsequent modules on such things 
as transportation, urban gardens, housing for the 
homeless and many others.   
 
Water Test kits to be put to the test 
The MWD-financed USD 2,000 purchase of the ur-
ban water test kits is now being processed thorough 
the labyrinthian maze of District billing and paying 
that might soon have us in position to use the kits in 
an upcoming project with TreePeople and the Coun-
cil for Watershed Health.  (See Next) 
 
TreePeople Council for Watershed Health to 
team up with the LACCD on an important water 
project.  

On Thursday, April 13th the Sustainability Institute 
joined TreePeople as recipients of a grant for re-
gional water conservation.  The project involves 
measurements of tributaries to the LA River and its 
watershed.  Already Pierce College has been work-
ing with TreePeople on the LA River.  The SI seeks 
to add to what Pierce has already developed with 
TreePeople and the CWH.  This exciting new oppor-
tunity has come up because of a grant from the Cali-
fornia Community Foundation.  We will keep you all 
updated via our new website.  It is still under con-
struction.  (Special thanks to Alexis Navarro at ELAC 
for the splash screen design.) 
 
Laurie Kaye Nijaki and George Leddy to give talk 
at LAVC on green jobs 
Ruby Christian-Brougham (President, Los Angeles 
Valley College Chapter of the Los Angeles College 
Faculty Guild, AFT, Local 1521), has organized a 
green jobs panel at Valley College on May 8th.  She 

has asked George Leddy and Laurie Kaye Nijaki to 
take part on a panel and present findings on green 
collar jobs.  This begins at 1pm.  George and Laurie 
are working with Robert Mejia on the Dolores Huerta 
Labor Institute grant.   
 
ELAC Professor encourages students to attend 
the science march 
Professor Steve Tarnoff, at East LA College teaches 
geology.  Like so many faculty in the sciences these 
days, he is concerned for the attack on science that 
prevails in the political sphere.  He has encouraged 
students to defend science and to pursue degrees in 
the science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) fields.  This coming Saturday, April 22nd is 
the March for Science on Earth Day.   People are 
gathering at Pershing Square at 9am. Don’t forget 
your lab coats and slide rules.   
 
Steve suggests those who gather at the Metro Sta-
tion at Pershing Sq. have:  Appropriate signage rep-
resentative of well informed and intentioned college 
students who support the Earth, Reason, Diversity, 
Education and Constructive Social Action (no hate 
speech).  Comfortable shoes, water, light clothing, a 
hat, sunscreen, cash for food/ transportation, a light 
snack such as a granola bar.  
Clubs Meeting Time & Location:  8:30-9:15 am 
Hill St and W.5th St, (Right outside Pershing Square 
Metro Station) 
 
*This is not an official ELAC sponsored event, or 
endorsement but merely an invitation from students 
to fellow students and ELAC faculty/staff to join them 
in a non-affiliated social event. 
 
Ray Wells Summer in Baja marine science 
course 
Pierce College professor Dr. Raymond Wells has 
been leading a course in Mexico’s Baja California 
peninsula for thirty years now.  And now the stakes 
are high with the extreme ecological changes faced 
by subtropical oceans and coasts.  Students can 
attend this Summer School in the safe & Sunny Sea 
of Cortez.... and take “The Marine Biology of the Sea 
of Cortez in Bahia de los Angeles, Baja California”.  
This is for the Summer session 2017.  It offers Biol-
ogy lecture or lab credit.  For more information write 
to Dr. Raymond Wells, Instructor Marine Science 
Program, Biology 123 pcmsusa@hotmail.com.  In-
formation and Pre-registration Meetings on Monday , 
April 24, at 1 pm & repeated at 5pm in CFS 91008  
www.pcmsusa.org   
 

mailto:leddygs@lavc.edu
https://www.laccd.edu/dhli/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.treepeople.org/
https://www.watershedhealth.org/
https://www.watershedhealth.org/
http://www.calfund.org/
http://www.calfund.org/
http://www.sustainablelaccd.net/
http://lauriekaye.webs.com/aboutus.htm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-t-mejia-5128b815/
mailto:pcmsusa@hotmail.com
http://www.pcmsusa.org/

