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In this issue the SI reports:  
• Dolores Huerta Labor Institute awards the SI with a 

$5,000 grant for classroom teaching   
• SI to partner with LA Conservation Corps on green 

collar jobs 
• Professor Waktola at Mission College researching 

the green technology curriculum invites faculty to 
participate 

• Summer at the Marine Institute 
• MWD water quality funding still pending 
• Online weather stations proposed to network all 

campuses 
* * * 

 
Dolores Huerta Labor Institute awards the SI with 
a $5,000 grant for classroom teaching   
This year the Dolores Huerta Labor Institute is fund-
ing individuals and groups willing to produce labor 
education modules for a range of disciplines and 
courses.  These include History, Political Science, 
Sociology, Business and Environmental Sciences 
among others.  We were happy to announce that the 
Sustainability Institute was awarded a grant of 
5,000USD to produce three modules on labor and 
“green collar” jobs.  Our proposal identified three 
topic areas: building and construction, water conser-
vation, and wilderness protection.  The three mod-
ules will be completed by the end of January 2017.  
 
The first module, construction, will look at new and 
retrofitted buildings that meet the energy and con-
servation goals typified by LEED standards.   (These 
standards have been used on all the new construc-
tion on our nine-campus system under the Bond that 
has enabled new construction and renovation in the 
District.)  The module will include research into the 
building trades and video interviews with individuals 
active in this area.   
 
The second module will look at the various ways in 
which Angelinos have met the water conservation 
requirements mandated by the state.  This will span 
the range of efforts from the local and small to the 
regional and broad.   
 
The third one covers outdoor employment, particu-
larly in the area of parks and recreation as well as 
animal protection and control.  We look forward to 
working with our consultants who will direct and cre-
ate content.  Suggestions and contacts are wel-
come.  Send e-mail to George Leddy at Valley Col-
lege.   

SI to partner with LA Conservation Corps on 
green collar jobs 
The SI met with key people at the Main Street offic-
es of the L.A. Conservation Corps this last month.  
That office of the LACC also houses a high school 
where students are instructed in conventional 
coursework as well as job training.  The LACC has 
facilities throughout Los Angeles that include a Sea 
Lab at Redondo Beach. The Corps is now celebrat-
ing their 30th anniversary in Los Angeles.   
 

 
Left to right at LACC Main Street are: Amber Chat-
man, Robert Skillman, Justin Lee, and Chloe Hanna 
 
The Corps has helped train workers in solar power 
and outdoor wilderness protection.  We hope that 
this relationship continues as the group is also part-
nering with us under the DHLI grant awarded last 
month.   
 
Professor Waktola at Mission College research-
ing the green technology curriculum invites fac-
ulty to participate. 
Dr. Daniel Waktola, a Geography professor at the 
Los Angeles Mission College, is undertaking a sur-
vey on the “greenness” of college curriculum in the 
LACCD.  The survey has two objectives: (1) to iden-
tify the gap (if any) between government’s promotion 
of green technology (GT), the adoption of GT related 
courses in the college curriculum, and the aware-
ness and readiness of college students towards the 
emerging GT jobs; and (2) to analyze the spatial 
patterns of green technology practices across the 
nine colleges of LACCD.  
 
If you have information pertaining to any existing or 
anticipated programs in green technology and envi-
ronment-oriented courses in the respective colleges, 
please forward to Dr. Daniel at  
waktoldk@lamission.edu     

 
Our logo:  The District learning tree is embedded in the “triple bottom line” of sustainable development:  social justice, political 
equality and environmental sustainability.  The SI endorses this approach to environmental education.   

http://www.laccd.edu/dhli/Pages/default.aspx
http://usgbc-la.org/
mailto:leddygs@lavc.edu
http://lacorps.org/
mailto:waktoldk@lamission.edu
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Summer at the Marine Institute 
This early summer we are eager to 
have a meeting of interested faculty 
who would like to participate in mak-
ing the most of our membership in 
the Southern California Marine Insti-
tute on Terminal Island in San Pedro.  
Our membership gives us access to 
existing marine-related sciences and 
research facilities, as well as what 
will be AltaSea.  The latter is an am-
bitious educational facility to be built 
across the water at the former City 
Dock One bulk terminal.  The poten-
tial for many of our academic and 
CTE programs is immense. Academ-
ic programs in the social sciences as 
well as natural and biological scienc-
es, engineering, and business can 
take advantage of what the Institute 
offers and what AltaSea promises to 
be.   
 
Please contact George Leddy for 
proposed dates for a meeting and a 
June tour.   
 
MWD water quality funding for FY 
2016 pending.  
Our grant application for water quali-
ty test kits is still pending with the 
Metropolitan Water District (MWD).  
We hope to have a reply after the 
July fiscal year allocations are made 
by the MWD.   
 
Online weather stations to network all campuses 
Professor John Grimmer from East LA College de-
tailed the network of weather and air quality stations 
that he has been working to develop across the Dis-
trict.  Locations also include weather stations as far 
east as Chaffee College.  The low-cost technology 
allows for easy-to-install Internet-based devices to 
report measurements of atmospheric change as well 
as key pollutants to online users.  The data is dis-
played by means of a “dashboard” and can be seen 
for all online stations.  The dashboard has 14 pan-
els.  The recorded data can be compared between 
stations.  Support for the project has come largely in 
part from the office of Dr. Armando Rivera, STEM 
Project Manager and Dean of Academic Affairs at 
East LA College.   
 
The dashboard looks like this:  
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